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Editorial

Tracy Ellis

is giving you the edge you need in Real Estate!

s 2017 comes to a close, I’ve been spending a lot of
time reflecting on the last year. Rick and I have so
much to be grateful for. One of my favorite sayings is:
“Trust in your craft enough to admire it, study it, perfect
it, breathe it, and never stop getting better at whatever it
is that you love to do!” This year, we’ve really taken that quote to
heart, and we can’t wait to bring its message into 2018 and beyond.
I truly love real estate, and it is always my first business priority,
but after much reflection, I’ve realized why we were also given platforms in radio and print. When Rick and I first made the decision for
him to walk away from his successful career and join me in real estate
full-time, it wasn’t an easy decision. I mean, two self-employed people
in one household and private health insurance is enough to terrify anyone! But after much prayer and consideration, we took a leap of faith,
and I asked my family to say a prayer.
Not long after, a family member I don’t get to see very often messaged me with the most amazing words. She told me that while praying
for us, God spoke to her. She relayed the message, stating God had a
mission for Rick and me to help people, and that we would make a real
difference in people’s lives. When I read her words, I was completely
overwhelmed. My first thought was that I shouldn’t share what she told
me for fear of being judged, but I’ve had years to grow in my faith and
every other aspect of my life, and I’m no longer afraid to share.
Why? Well, for starters, I’ve made it a point to always be open
and honest with our readers in my editorials, but most importantly, I’m
not ashamed to say I believe in God and that through Him all things
are possible. It was over three years ago that I received that message,
and I’ll be honest, at the time, I thought a husband and wife realtor
team couldn’t really make that big of a difference. Sure, we’re helping
people make major decisions about their largest investment, but we
certainly aren’t out there saving the word or anything!
While that’s still true, Rick and I have been able to share things
that are close to our hearts through our radio shows and the magazine,
and it’s such a blessing to have that opportunity. Since receiving my
family member’s message, we created this magazine and it is now
featured throughout businesses in St. Louis; Lake of the Ozarks; and
for the first time in 2018, it can be found in Illinois. The Rick & Tracy
Ellis Show started airing once a week, and it has since increased to two
shows, and one of those hours is the largest listening audience on FM
NewsTalk 97.1 for the entire weekend.
The most amazing thing about our magazine and radio shows has
little to do with selling real estate—it’s the opportunity we have to give
back and help others that makes it all worthwhile. In each addition of
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the magazine, we donate pages to several charities because it’s the least
we can do to make a difference and help spread awareness and tell
their amazing stories. On almost every radio show, we try to promote a
local charity. Often times, we’ll invite a guest from a charity or organization to tell their story, and we couldn’t be more honored to have the
privilege to do so.
During the past several years, I have tried to let you into our family
through my editorials and our radio shows. I cannot begin to tell you all
of the sweet phone calls and emails we’ve received from people who
pick up a copy of our magazine and tell me my editorial made their day
or meant something profound. We love to hear from people who heard
something we shared on the radio that reminded them of their own lives.
I believe those small moments of joy and connection are truly incredible,
and we hope to continue to bring that to our readers and listeners.
We were so thrilled to help our friend, Alex Hadaad, with selecting two recipients a month that may be struggling with their health or
who have lost a loved one to receive the beautiful HOPE STRONG
necklace from The Diamond Family. It’s also been a real joy to help
get the word out for the #KeiraStrongForever Foundation through our
magazine and shows about their incredible Wish Days and to be able to
share the stories of the children, bringing more attention to childhood
cancer and why these children deserve #morethan4.
As you may know I’m also on the Board of Directors for the Base
Foundation and The POWERPlex, and big news will be coming very
soon about our new location. This will be a life changing facility for
many youth in our area, and we are so thankful to be able to have the
board members on the radio show to discuss the facility.
Beyond the magazine and radio show, working as realtors and
building a network of clients and colleagues has enabled us to do even
more to give back. Currently, we are planning a trivia night for Rick’s
childhood best friend who was diagnosed with stage-four cancer. We
shared the event on Facebook, and it sold out in just four days. Countless baskets and auction items were donated for the event, and our
wonderful friends from The Rizzuto Show even agreed to attend and sit
with Rick’s friend at his table because it’s his favorite radio show. The
love that is being shown to this family simply from sharing the post on
Facebook has been overwhelming, and it wouldn’t be possible if Rick
and I weren’t in this line of work.
And after all of these years, it has finally hit me: this is why God
put us in the position to have a platform—to help others! I wasn’t a radio person, and I never even thought of such a thing nor ever imagined
we’d have our own magazine. Don’t get me wrong, I’m still not a radio
person, and the magazine isn’t Italian Vogue, but we put everything we

have into them. We not only work hard to bring attention to our clients
and their properties, but to also do everything we can to make a difference in the lives of others. For these reasons and many others, we’re
so grateful to our clients. If it weren’t for you allowing us to come into
your homes and help you with your largest investment, we wouldn’t
have ever been able to do any of this.
We’re also grateful to Jeff Allen at FM NewsTalk 97.1 for giving
us the opportunity to have a show in the first place, making all of these
amazing things a reality! I can truly say everyone at Emmis is like
family to us. They are all such wonderful people. Our partnership with
FM NewsTalk 97.1 has opened the door to so many opportunities and
events, but most of all, they’ve given us a wonderful listening audience. It’s always so much fun to meet you all in person at events!
Before I wrap this up, I want to share a few things we’re so very
excited about. We’re thrilled to announce that we are now heading up
the Keller Williams Farm and Ranch Division at Keller Williams Chesterfield. This will give our clients’ properties with over five acres –
horse/equestrian and farm land, recreational, lake property, vineyards,
wineries, and so much more – maximum exposure. This new role is
much more than a logo or title—we will be receiving over 40 hours
of specialized training a year and will have the tools to market these
unique properties to a completely different audience, which is just
what these special properties deserve. In addition, we’ve added partners in Illinois and Lake of the Ozarks, and we are currently starting a
Commercial Division of The Rick & Tracy Ellis Team.
For the first time in our career, we hired a full time office manager
in the summer of 2017, and it’s been one of the best business decisions
we’ve ever made. As our business continued to grow, it was so important to us to make sure our clients always had someone they could
contact at any time, and our officer manager, Kirsten Sahd, has made
a major difference in our client communications. She has been such
a blessing to our lives, and she has allowed us to run our business in
ways we never dreamed.
There are so many working parts of our everyday lives, but at
the end of the day, I truly believe it’s all in God’s plan. Everything
happens for a reason, good and bad, to lead us to where we need to be.
My faith is strong, and we are blessed to get to do what we love and to
be able to help others the best we can along the way. We hope we can

continue to make a difference, and the fact we have the ability to do so
right now is something we won’t ever take that for granted.
Thank you for allowing us to come into your homes; to tell your
stories; to highlight your properties, your businesses, and charities.
It’s been one of the greatest blessings of our lives. To end, I’ll leave
with another favorite saying I have throughout the house that I think
sums-up what I’m trying to say perfectly: “Pray often, work hard, and
trust GOD!”
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BUYING
FEATURE&
SELLING
ARTICLE

The Palatial Estate at
12819 Conway Road

W

ith a beautiful circle drive and stately appeal, this home
makes an impression before you even pass the front entryway. Located at 12819 Conway Road, this one-and-ahalf story estate has brick on three sides with limestone
accents and stone balustrades at the front entrance,
showcasing true luxury and sophistication on its exterior. In addition, the
circle drive, terraces, and turret dome add to the home’s grandeur.
Inside, the marbled floor at the entry foyer with a unique medallion extends into the hallways. The 10-foot ceilings on the main level
open to a bright and spacious two-story great room with a wet bar,
spectacular Italian chandelier, and large windows framing a gorgeous
view of the backyard.
Throughout all three levels, the millwork is outstanding. Leading
up to the top of the turret dome, the stunning three-floor, wrought-iron
staircase is a feature that can’t be missed upon entering the home. The el-
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egant turret-dome ceiling has a remote-controlled chandelier that lowers
for easy cleaning.
12819 Conway features six bedrooms and eight baths in total. Each
bedroom has an attached bathroom as well as a walk-in closet with
custom shelving. The home’s master suite is located in the east wing
and is spacious with a gorgeous door that opens to a terrace, letting in an
abundance of natural light.
Two arched openings lead to the dressing room with three towering
floor-to-ceiling mirrors, extensive custom cabinetry, and a walk-in closet
that is custom-made with elegant shelving and drawers. In the master
bath, there are his-and-her wash rooms; a six-foot, round, Venetian-style
tub; a walk-in shower with dual shower heads and a built-in bench, and a
six-foot Whirlpool soaker tub.
Every amenity in this home is top-of-the-line, and the attention
to detail is exquisite. In the gourmet kitchen, there’s a large butterfly

island with breakfast bar, custom cabinetry, stone detail, and limestone
flooring. Any chef would appreciate this kitchen’s large range with hidden vent hood, water spout, butler’s pantry, and ample space for food
preparation. Off the kitchen, there’s an inviting hearth room, complete
with a stone fireplace and built-in shelving.
In a separate dining room, there are coffered ceilings with an
opulent chandelier in the center of the room. This large, rectangular
space with polished wood flooring can fit a sizeable dining table while
leaving plenty of room to spare for additional seating and furniture.
The home’s library/drawing room has a two-story clerestory
ceiling and beautiful reconditioned birch-wood paneling with custom-built bookcases. With tall ceilings and arched entryways, this
room is as studious as it is sophisticated. For an added touch of
luxury, this room features a see-through fireplace, which looks into
the great room.

In addition, the laundry room is also located on the main level. It
features granite counter tops with beautiful custom cabinetry and shelving.
The finished lower-level would make a perfect recreation space
for any family and is great for entertaining. Adding more than 4000
square feet of additional space and a ceiling height of 9’ in most areas,
its semi-separated layout provides more than enough room to utilize the
area for multiple purposes. The lower-level also has a kitchenette and an
extra bedroom, which is an excellent setting for guests or older children
to enjoy their own private space.
Adding a little extra wow-factor, the home has desirable amenities
such as a heated four-car garage, a security system, intercom, and sound
system, in addition to a back-up Generac 45kW generator, which can
provide electricity to the entire house if there is ever a power outage. If
you’re interested in owning this elegant and palatial estate, contact The
Rick & Tracy Ellis Team at 636.299.3702 for more information.
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WISH DAYS
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L

ast issue, we shared
the story of a lovely,
vibrant young lady
named Keira Strong
who lost her hardfought battle with Rhabdomyosarcoma, a rare form of childhood
cancer, in May of 2017. Despite
her many trials, chemotherapy,
and radiation, Keira remained a
loving and caring child with a
heart full of passion for helping
others.
In Keira’s name, the Random
Acts of Kindness (RAK) movement was born, carrying on her
legacy of giving and designed to
help spread the word that every
child deserves #morethan4—a
hashtag that raises awareness
that a mere 4 percent of national
funding is currently allocated towards childhood cancer research.
Keira’s immense love of others
ignited her family’s spirit, which
led them to create cards sharing
Keira’s story and spreading her
message of love and kindness.
With such a short time on this earth, Keira made quite an impact,
and her giving spirit continues to inspire everyone who learns about her.
Still, Keira had more to give beyond the RAK cards. As an extension
of the cards, the Wish Days program was created to give children with
cancer and their families an opportunity to experience a moment of joy
while undergoing the challenges of treatment.
Sponsored by generous donors, Wish Days helps grant a wish for
children diagnosed with childhood cancer. Whether it’s giving them
something they’ve always wanted or organizing an experience they’ve
always dreamed of having, Wish Days has been able to allow children
fighting cancer to enjoy something magical.
Wish Days started with Keira, who got her wish of a purple moped
from Santa in 2016. Because the gift was too big to fit in Santa’s sleigh,
he delivered it to her a few days early—adding an extra bit of magic to
the special moment.
“Keira was bigger than life and always did everything full-speed
at 110 percent, and these Wish Days are a reflection of that,” said Kelly
Wittenauer, who manages requests for the RAK cards as well as a number of tasks for the movement.
After the Wish Days organizers discover what a child loves or what
he or she has been wishing for, they start planning the Wish Day using
three components. First, each wish day must have a certain jaw-dropping
and magical element. Second, because each Wish Day is kept local, they
all include the child’s family, friends, and supporters. The last component involves recruiting the local community, businesses, and organizations to help make the wish come true. When the big day finally arrives,

each child is given a larger Random Act of Kindness card from Keira’s
mother, Robin Stout.
So far, five children, including Keira, have had their wishes
granted, and we wanted to share their spectacular Wish Day stories
with you. We hope you’ll read each story and be inspired to share
Keira’s hope for #morethan4 and be moved to help this incredible
program grant many more Wish Days in the future. To sponsor a
Wish Day and learn more about Keira’s Random Act of Kindness
cards, please visit www.keirastrongforever.org.
Sydney Coari’s Wish Day
Sydney’s Wish Day was a little princess’s dream come to life. At
the start of her day, she was greeted by Belle at the Pacific Opera House,
where Sydney and her sisters had their makeup and nails done by the
princess and were given specially made dresses from Mrs. United States,
Lauren Ziegler, to wear for the special day.
The sisters were then whisked away in a white stretch-limousine
from JED limousine. Fully decked-out in themed decorations
on the inside, the limo took them to Once Upon a Time Ranch,
where they were greeted by all of the princesses from Dream Time
Princess Events. Over a magical bridge, Sydney was then lead into a
gazebo with the song “Warrior” by Hannah Kerr sound tracking her
promenade. The princesses and Sydney took photos while they each
told Sydney how brave she was.
Sydney was then crowned and sashed by Mrs. United States and
given the title of “Lil Warrior.” To sum up this magical day, Sydney
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walked through a field of flower
petals and turned to see a real, live
unicorn waiting for her.
Grant Crisp’s Wish Day
Grant’s Wish Day planning
was well underway when his
parents received the devastating
news that his tumors had tripled
in size and metastasized to his
lungs, meaning he had merely
weeks to live. The Wish Day team
flew into action and were able to
put together a final “Christmas
Morning” with his family.
The same night they heard the news of his disease progression,
the battle cry was sent out to hundreds of people who then set to work
buying presents for Grant, his two brothers, and his mom and dad. They
received well over 200 gifts in a matter of hours. For a little extra magic,
three different fire departments shoveled fresh snow onto the family’s
front lawn overnight. In just 24 hours, the Wish Day team had achieved
the impossible.
When the door opened on Sunday morning, the family was
greeted by Santa on his sleigh full of presents, along with two live
reindeer from Show Me Reindeer. The family opened presents together
as a family while eating freshly baked Christmas cookies and listening
to Christmas carolers.
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Grant’s original wish day included transforming each of the boy’s
bedrooms into a theme of their choice. Led by a local interior designer
and fellow cancer mom, the big reveal was set to take place in late
November. Sadly, because of Grant’s passing on November 8th, his
original Wish Day will not take place, but it is the Wish Day team’s
greatest hope that they can still provide the brothers with the second part
of the Wish Day in Grant’s honor.
Adrianna Dougan’s Wish Day
Adrianna’s Wish Day was set, and the news had yet to be released.
At the time, Ari was in the PICU, and her mom put out a post on
Facebook declaring that Ari’s last wish was to have a Labradoodle

puppy. The Wish Day team once again flew into action and decided to
take on making Ari’s last wish a reality.
Within a matter of hours later, into the wee hours of the
morning, a 4-month-old Labradoodle had been secured for little Ari.
The puppy took a two-hour ride to St. Louis and was given a bath
and a hot pink bandana - Ari’s favorite color - around her neck with
the #KeiraStrong Forever logo printed on the back. Robin Stout and
Rachel Reichley, along with the Wish Day team, made their way to
Cardinal Glennon hospital to surprise Ari with her new puppy whom
she lovingly named, Coco Chanel.
The puppy was taken back up to the hospital several more times
over the course of the last few days of Ari’s life, and she enjoyed
snuggling and holding the puppy each and every time. Sadly, Ari passed
away early in the morning a few days later. The puppy has already
visited her new family, and when the time is right, Ari’s family will be
taking the puppy home with them. Coco will be an amazing reminder of
their beautiful little girl.

song came over the sound system—Julia’s favorite song, “It’s Going
Down” from Descendants 2, began to play, and actors from Dream Time
Princesses Events appeared from behind a hidden corridor.
Once the battle cry lyrics of “let’s go, here we go” came on, a flash
mob made up of 200 dancers from all across the St. Louis area flooded
the small corridor to the mall where Julia was sitting. They recreated
the music video for “It’s Going Down,” which was choreographed and
sent out for everyone to learn via YouTube. Tim Ezell from Fox 2’s The
Thread played the King in the video.
After the song was over, the crowd parted and Robin and Lily made
their way to the stage holding a tiny puppy, which was Julia’s wish. Not
just any puppy—she requested a toy version of Everest from the TV
show, Paw Patrol. The puppy was a toy Alaskan Klee Kai driven in from
the Kansas-Colorado border. Julia named her sweet new puppy Winter.
The night concluded with everyone having a dance party and presenting
Julia with treasure chests full of puppy toys and food for Winter.

Julia Stone’s Wish Day
On Julia’s Wish Day, Julia and her
family and friends were surprised at their
house by a white, stretch, Escalade-style
limousine provided by JED limousine. Julia
was taken to a special entrance at St. Louis
Mills mall, and when she entered, there was
no one to be seen. She was led up onto a stage
and seated in a throne that had been loaned by
the Muny for the special event.
Soon after getting seated, four actresses
from the stunt-performing group, Swords
and Roses, entered the room and began
sword fighting. A few minutes in, a familiar
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BUYING &
SELLING

For Sellers:

14 Features that
Add Value

F

iguring out what home buyers look for most can be a difficult tasks for any seller. That’s why we’ve put together a
list of 14 home features our buyers inquire about most. Of
course, not all homes can have every single one of these
features, but for buyers—it’s the more, the merrier. Use
this list to see where you might be able to make a few improvements to
help your home sell that much faster.
Updated Flooring
Nothing’s quite as big of a turnoff for interested buyers as old,
stained carpets. It’s true most of today’s buyers prefer wood flooring,
but there’s something to be said for fresh carpeting in bedrooms and
living spaces. It’s warm and inviting, and you’ll find many buyers
who are looking for carpet in these areas. For the rest of the home,
updating scratched or dull flooring can bring new life into the home
and present an opportunity to modernize outdated flooring styles.

From low-flow fixtures, programmable thermostats, fans, and tank-less
water heaters to skylights and even flooring choices, there are countless
ways to maximize your home’s energy usage for every season. For
some design ideas, visit www.energy.gov or your favorite home design
website to get the most up-to-date ways to upgrade your home’s energy
efficiency.
Technology
Technology and energy efficiency often go hand-in-hand, but
advanced technology options for the home extend well beyond energy
saving. When it comes to luxury homes, many home buyers are looking for extra technology bells and whistles such as house-wide sound/
intercom systems, universal remotes, entertainment/theatre rooms, and
automatic lights.
These days, everything from the thermostat to cooktops can be
“smart” controlled from your mobile phone. Many of these smart

Office Space
With the rise of technology making it possible
for more people to work from home, a home office
space is an important feature for many buyers.
Whether it’s a small nook or an entire room, a
dedicated office or study is essential for those who
need a private space to pay bills, trade stocks, or
even run a small side business. Plus, it gives families with school-age children a spot to sit down and
focus on school work.
Energy Efficiency
For many home buyers – especially firsttimers – saving money wherever possible is of the
utmost importance. With the cost of energy on the
rise, using energy-efficient features throughout your
home will help it appeal to any number of buyers.

OFFICE SPACE
12819 Conway Rd
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options can be integrated, which means homeowners can control
heating, security systems, lighting, music, and more from a single
centralized location. For the tech-savvy home buyer, features like this
will really help seal the deal.

DOUBLE OVEN
12819 Conway Rd

Double Oven
As the prime gathering spot of the home,
a well-designed kitchen,
complete with top of
the line appliances, is
a must for buyers. One
of the most sought-after
appliances with luxury
buyers is the double
oven. For those who
enjoy entertaining, double ovens make it easy
to prepare a large meal
for guests—or even just
large families. With
our busy schedules,
anything that makes life
a little easier can be a
big stand-out to home
buyers.

Kitchen Island
A large, central kitchen island is as practical as it is aesthetically
pleasing. It provides a great focal point for the space for people to easily
gather around while providing plenty of working space for any home
chef. With countless design options, you can create a center island that
will work well in the space. Think about what you use most often—
any number of features will appeal to buyers. Plus, the island it a great
spot to display a welcoming floral arrangement to brighten up the space
for showings.

Walk-in Pantry
With big-box stores, Amazon, and the popularity of home delivery
services, a walk-in pantry provides the necessary storage most home
buyers look for in a kitchen. Though not everyone buys in bulk, no
one wants to have to pick and choose what they’re able to bring home
due to lack of storage. Not only are walk-in pantries perfect for storing
non-perishable items, they’re great for keeping paper towels and cleaning products out of sight.
Built-in Mudroom
If there’s one thing every busy family needs, it’s a space to drop
shoes, coats, and backpacks--and that doesn’t mean on the kitchen
floor. A built-in mudroom with plenty of storage and hooks is great
for reducing clutter throughout the home and teaching kids the art of
keeping organized. It’s a feature that’ll really stand out to buyers with
children and pets, especially if the mudroom includes a designated
shower or bath area for their little furry family members.
Main-Level Guest Room
While not a necessity for every buyer, a main-level guest room
has perks everyone can appreciate. Buyers are looking for formal dining rooms less and less, and a guest room is the perfect replacement.
Not only will switching your dining space to a guest room add value,
having a room on the main level means guests are closer to the kitchen
and exterior doors in and out of the house, making them feel more
comfortable and less disruptive.
Luxury Shower
More and more, bathrooms are becoming a spot in the home
where people are spending a little extra time. With luxury upgrades,
a bathroom can be transformed into a little in-home spa, and the
shower is one place you can really go all-out. From infinity drains
with no-threshold entry to double and rain shower heads, the options
to add value and luxury to your shower are endless. Most home
buyers look for a shower that’s spacious and easy to clean with a
built-in bench.

KITCHEN ISLAND

LUXURY SHOWER
102 Stone Ridge Meadows

107 Barton Creek
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Double Vanities
Along with a luxury shower, double vanities –
especially in the master bathroom – are a real plus
for buyers. Providing extra space for two people
to get ready for the day saves a lot of time and
reduces morning stress. Plus, larger counter space
means more storage under the sinks for towels
and toiletries, creating a clean and clutter-free
environment that’s perfect for letting go of some
of the day’s stresses in a warm bath.
Exterior Lighting
Though great exterior lighting doesn’t
necessarily mean a huge return on investment, it
will mean a lot when it comes to boosting your
home’s curb appeal. With the right landscaping,
exterior lighting can help your home stand out
while creating a warm and inviting atmosphere.
Plus, exterior lighting provides a feeling of safety
and security—something every home buyer looks
for first and foremost.
Private Outdoor Space
No matter where you live, the right outdoor
space can add an incredible amount of value to
your home. Privacy is an important part of any
outdoor area, and once that’s taken care of, it’s
yours to create a dream spot to spend time with
family and friends. Apart from installing a pool
and hot tub, consider a covered, all-season space
with a fan, fireplace, cozy seating, and a television.
Outdoor kitchens are also gaining in popularity,
along with a built-in place for bonfires and even
small garden areas.
If you’re looking to create an outdoor area
buyers will love, be sure to leave some space for
them to include features they’ll love. No matter
what you decide to do, private outdoor space is a
huge plus that’s sure to pay off.

DOUBLE VANITIES
107 Barton Creek

EXTERIOR LIGHTING
1302 Wildhorse Meadows

Garage Storage
For those of us who’ve owned a home with
a garage, we know it often turns into one giant
storage space, which means plenty of unsightly
clutter. All of that disorganization can actually
make a garage seem smaller than it really is. By
installing built-in storage, you’ll eliminate the
mess, make your garage seem larger, and provide
a feature home buyers will love.

PRIVATE OUTDOOR SPACE
1226 Wings Road
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AS THE SEASONS CHANGE SO
DO YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS
Call us today to review a Home,
Auto, Life or Health insurance policy
KIM LANHAM

Quality Service
Unique Policies
Home, Auto, Life
& Health Insurance
Serving St. Louis Metro
and surrounding areas

The Lanham Agency, a full service insurance agency, firmly believes it is our daily mission and policy to
bring real value to our clients by addressing every customer individually to create a policy unique to their
needs. We pride ourselves on the principles of quality customer service. Providing Home, Auto, Life and
Health insurance for you and your family is only the beginning of what the Lanham Agency has to offer in the
Ballwin, Ellisville, Wildwood, Chesterfield and surrounding metro St. Louis areas.

636.779.5976 |

LanhamK2@nationwide.com
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E
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To Be Built
LOT 12 Radnor Rd
Huntleigh

E
V
I
T

AC

AC

13041 Tapawingo
St. Louis, MO 63127

$1,499,900

E
V
I
T

AC

7 Timber Creek
St. Louis, MO 63127

$1,100,000

AC

12819 Conway Rd
Creve Coeur, MO 63141

1126 Wings Rd
St. Albans, MO 63073

$1,999,999

$2,100,000

$3,200,000

E
V
I
T

E
V
I
T

E
V
I
T

D
OL

AC

S

155 Carondelet Plaza #610
Clayton, MO 63105

5 Arbor Rd
Olivette, MO 63132

$1,358,400

$1,450,000

LD

SO

1302 Wildhorse Meadows
Chesterfield, MO 63005

$1,090,000

G
N
I
D

EN

P

4129 Highway D
Defiance, MO 63341

$865,000

Tracy
Ellis

636-534-8287
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636.299.3702

E
V
I
T

AC

7619 Maryland Ave.
Clayton, MO 63105

$1,999,900

E
V
I
T

AC

1115 Scenic Ridge Dr
Eureka, MO 63025

$1,399,900

D

L
SO

315 Altus Place
Kirkwood, MO 63122

$729,525

Rick
Ellis

636.699.2197

2017 Year in Review: Over $65,000,000 Listed,
Under Contract and/or Sold!

E
V
I
T

AC

102 Stone Ridge Meadows
O’Fallon, MO 63366

$699,900

D
OL

S

28 Upper Conway
Chesterfield, MO 63017

$650,000

D
OL

S

17812 Suzanne Ridge Dr,
Glencoe, MO 63038

$537,500

636-534-8287

E
V
I
T

D

L
SO

331 Woodlawn Terrace
Ballwin, MO 63021

4312 Napa View Lane
St. Charles, MO 63304

AC

2345 Denmark
Union, MO 63084

$699,900

D
OL

S

2007 Wood Manor Way
St. Charles, MO 63304

$570,000

D
OL

S

$660,000

G
N
I
D

D

L
SO

3730 Rock Creek Valley,
High Ridge, MO 63049

17530 Garden Ridge Cir
Glencoe, MO 63038

P

$549,900

E
V
I
T

AC

657 Fairfield Valley Rd
Pacific, MO 63069

Kirsten
Sahd

Vince
Cafazza

636.219.1600

$650,000

EN

110 Woodmere Trail Ct.
St. Charles, MO 63303

$499,900

D

L
SO

$499,000

314.369.8554

$535,000

D

L
SO

364 Woodmere Dr
St. Charles, MO 63303

$475,000

Allyson
Lewis

314.504.5859

D

L
SO

39 Hidden Vista Dr
Defiance, MO 63341

$465,000

E
V
I
T

AC

14311 Valley Meadow Ct
Chesterfield, MO 63017

$440,000

E
V
I
T

AC

545 Autumn Bluff Dr
Ellisville, MO 63021

$412,500

D

L
SO

145 Newgrange Pass
Weldon Spring, MO 63304

$452,500

D

L
SO

73 Brook Hollow Ct
O’Fallon, MO 63366

$421,900

D
OL

D

L
SO

1172 Kortwright Ave
St. Louis, MO 63119

$445,000

D

L
SO

440 Conway Meadows Dr
Chesterfield, MO 63017

$415,000

D
OL
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100 Hilltop Ct
Washington, MO 63090

$435,000

D

L
SO

78 Brook Hollow Ct
O’Fallon, MO 63366

$408,000

E
V
I
T

S

S

AC

1205 Hickory Hollow
O’Fallon, MO 63366

310 Peruque Ridge
Wentzville, MO 63385

423 Jumper Hill Ct
Chesterfield, MO 63017

$415,500

$399,900

Tracy
Ellis

636-534-8287

D

L
SO

636.299.3702

$399,500

Rick
Ellis

636.699.2197

2017 Year in Review: Over $65,000,000 Listed,
Under Contract and/or Sold!

E
V
I
T

AC

825 Stonewood Bend Dr
Lake St Louis, MO 63367

$389,900

D

D
OL

S

322 Kendall Ridge Ct
Chesterfield, MO 63017

$377,000

D

D
OL

S

43 Tuscany Trace Dr.
St. Charles, MO 63303

$370,000

D

E
V
I
T

AC

9 Twin Creek Ct
Dardenne Prairie, MO 63368

$369,900

D

L
O
S

L
O
S

L
O
S

L
O
S

3225 Tiber
St Charles, MO 63301

38 Newton Ct
St. Charles, MO 63303

3135 Wheeling Dr
St. Charles, MO 63301

6755 Devonshire Ave
St Louis, MO 63109

$329,000

D

L
SO

1316 Red Oak Plantation
Dr Ballwin, MO 63021

$310,000

$332,000

D

D

$311,000

D

L
SO

L
SO

L
SO

111 Grenache Ct
O’Fallon, MO 63368
$302,763

1328 Norwood Hills Dr,
O’Fallon, MO 63366

100 Cambridgeshire Dr
St Peters 63376

Kirsten
Sahd

636-534-8287

$320,000

636.219.1600

$289,500

Vince
Cafazza

314.369.8554

$288,000

Allyson
Lewis

314.504.5859
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D
OL

S

7350 Dartmouth
University City, MO 63130

$278,000

D
OL

G
N
I
D

EN

P

4755 Fox Mountain Rd
Wildwood, MO 63069

$277,900

D
OL

S

S

17020 Cambury Lane,
Wildwood, MO 63040

2330 Ashley Woods Dr
St. Charles, MO 63303

$261,500

D

L
SO

1214 Misty Field Lane
St. Louis, MO 63146

$241,000

$260,000

D

L
SO

109 Brooks Farm Ct.
House Springs, MO 63051

$243,000

D

L
SO

1347 Norwood Hills Dr,
O’Fallon, MO 63366

$274,900

G
N
I
D
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923 Daffodil Ridge #183B,
O’Fallon, MO 63366

$270,000

D

N

L
O
S

4256 Norfolk Ave
St Louis, MO 63110

113 Abington
St. Peters, MO 63376

PE

$249,900

D

L
SO

606 Hawk Run Dr
O’Fallon, MO 63368

$240,900

Tracy
Ellis

636-534-8287

D

L
SO

636.299.3702

$245,000

D

L
SO

604 Hawk Run Dr
O’Fallon, MO 63368

$236,400

Rick
Ellis

636.699.2197

2017 Year in Review: Over $65,000,000 Listed,
Under Contract and/or Sold!

D

L
O
S

265 Huntsdale Dr
Wentzville, MO 63385

$239,000

D
OL

S

2334 Eagle Pines Dr
St. Charles, MO 63303

$225,000

D

L
O
S

51 North Trumbull
St. Charles, MO 63301

$208,000

D

L
SO

3970 Lockport Dr
Bridgeton 63044

$230,000

E
V
I
T

AC

57 Savoy
Lake St Louis, MO 63367

$219,900

D

1320 Heritage Pkwy,
Wentzville, MO 63385

$229,900

LD

SO

219 Oakbriar Farm
Ballwin, MO 63021

$217,000

D

D

L
SO

635 Hawk Run Dr
O’Fallon, MO 63368

$227,500

G
N
I
D

N

PE

100 Heron Ct
St Peters, MO 63376

$209,900

D

L
O
S

L
O
S

L
O
S

2265 Wurtz Road
Hermann, MO 65041

2125 Bayonne Dr
St. Charles, MO 63303

327 Jackson
St. Charles, MO 63301

$197,000

Kirsten
Sahd

636-534-8287

D

L
SO

636.219.1600

$195,000

Vince
Cafazza

314.369.8554

$195,000

Allyson
Lewis

314.504.5859
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D

D

D

D

L
SO

L
SO

L
SO

L
SO

6441 Sprucefield Dr
O’Fallon, MO 63368

3858 Marcia Dr
St. Charles, MO 63304

5 Dellwood Ct
St. Peters, MO 63376

108 Falcons Crest Dr,
Wright City 63390

$186,500

D

L
O
S

909 Mill Creek Dr
Imperial, MO 63052

$169,900

D

$179,000

D

L
O
S

6651 Garner Ave
St. Louis, MO 63139

$166,000

D

L
SO

L
SO

149 Aspencade Circle
St Peters, MO 63376

8955 South Swan Cir
St Louis, MO 63144

$160,000

$158,000

$173,000

D

L
SO

4731 Tonga Drive
St. Louis, MO 63128

$165,000

D

L
SO

2 Matchlock Dr
St Peters 63376

$155,000

Tracy
Ellis

636-534-8287
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636.299.3702

D

L
O
S

4 Jeffrey Wayne Dr
St. Peters, MO 63376

$161,000

D

L
SO

7332 Rainor
St. Louis, MO 63116

$151,000

Rick
Ellis

636.699.2197

G
N
I
D

N

PE

2294 Highway TT
St Clair, MO 63077

$149,900

D

L
SO

3100 Spring Creek
O’Fallon, MO 63368

$110,000

D
OL

D

L
SO

130 Shellbark
Troy, MO 63379

$145,000

D

L
SO

10407 Niblic Dr
St Louis, MO 63114

$93,000

D
OL

S

S

9424 Miriam Ave
St. Louis, MO 63114

2227 Brown Rd
Overland, MO 63114

$85,000

E
V
I
T

AC

$72,000

COMMERCIAL
LOTS:

141 Jefferson Ave
Valley Park, MO 63088

$174,900

636.219.1600

D

L
SO

209 Tyndale
O’Fallon, MO 63366

100 Heron Ct
St Peters, MO 63376

$128,900

D
OL

S

616 Homerun
O’Fallon, MO 63366

$90,000

D
OL

S

9105 Goodale Ave
St. Louis, MO 63114

$69,000

E
V
I
T

$120,000

D

L
SO

657 Summer Winds Lane
St Peters, MO 63376

$88,000

D

L
O
S

9028 Burton Ave
St. Louis, MO 63114

$65,000

E
V
I
T

AC

AC

180 Blue Heron Hill
Lake Ozark, MO 65049

Wood River Road
Lake Ozark, MO 65049

$12,000,000

Kirsten
Sahd

636-534-8287

D

L
SO

Vince
Cafazza

314.369.8554

$5,000,000

Allyson
Lewis

314.504.5859

FEATURE
ARTICLE

440 Conway Meadows

On Trend in

2018:

Kitchens, Tiles, and Colors

W

ith each New Year comes an opportunity to start
fresh—and that includes home design, too. To give
you a head start, we’ve compiled a list of some of the
most sought-after trends for the New Year in kitchens,
tiles, and colors. By incorporating a few of these
popular design and color options in your home in 2018, you’re sure to
have a stylish home that’ll inspire you all year long.

KITCHENS

We spend so much of our time in the kitchen cooking, cleaning,
and gathering together with family. Whether you like to entertain or
just enjoy sitting around the table with your family after a long day,
these kitchen trends will help you craft a kitchen that’s both stylish
and functional.
Two-Tone Cabinets
For a detailed and stylish look, consider updating your cabinets
by using different colors or textures. This chic design element can be
used in any kitchen style from rustic to modern. When done right, it
shows off a level of understanding of design that’s sure to impress your
guests, and you’ll have a kitchen that’s uniquely you.
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Smart Storage
Avoiding clutter can be a difficult task in the kitchen, and that’s
what makes this innovative storage idea such a hit. With cabinet
doors that lift up similar to how a garage door would, you can create
a sort of “storage garage.” When the door is lifted, rather than a regular cabinet, it reveals a hidden counter space. These hidden storage
gems are great for stowing away coffee makers, kitchen utensils, and
other appliances you regularly use. This way, they’re still in reach but
out of sight.
Innovative Faucets
Kitchen features are becoming so tech-savvy, you might want to
pack everything and kitchen sink when you’re heading out of town.
From brands like Grohe and Ted Baker London, you can purchase a
transformative faucet. What does that mean, exactly? It means that
when you turn on the tap, your faucet can make sparkling water, or
even better, a delicious café au lait.
Gold Accents
Whether it’s gold or rose gold, brass, or copper—gold accents are
one of the hottest kitchen trends. Gold accents pair well with a number of

cabinet colors, which makes updating hardware a simple task. We’re even
seeing gold on various gadgets and appliances. Both warm and luxurious,
a little gold here and there can add some serious style to your kitchen.

lar to a clean, traditional look, pairing dark grout with white subway tile
adds a bit of a spin to an old, but loved, classic design.

COLORS

TILES

Versatile and stylish, tiles can be utilized in a number of rooms
throughout the home. Whether it’s your bath or laundry room, kitchen,
mudroom, or bar space that needs a little pick-me-up, switching up tiles
can be a great way to spruce up a room.

In 2018, wall color trends are all about taking a few risks. From
nurseries to bathrooms, with edgy or bold color choices, you can really
show off your own personal style in every room in your home. Plus,
changing up paint color is a quick and easy update that doesn’t require
much planning or renovation mess.
Plum
If you’re looking for a color to pack a little punch, plum is a
great option. It’s a weighty color that can add a lot of depth to a room,
especially when used on a statement wall. With plum’s dark richness, it
works to make hanging decor stand out.

107 Barton Creek

Patterned
Patterned tiles are a great way to add flair and style to any space.
You can choose between neutral or vibrant colors and even loud or softer
patterns. Whatever your style, adding a patterned tile to a backsplash or
shower surround is a creative way to liven-up your kitchen or bathroom.
For a truly custom look, you can even create personalized tiles. With
tools like Fireclay Tile’s Color It!, you can design a tile that’s just right
for any space in your home.
Terracotta
Perfect for sun and mud rooms, terracotta tiles add a warm, rustic
feel. These weathered-looking tiles can be cut in interesting patterns and
are practically indestructible. To make sure your terracotta tiles last, it’s
important that they’re sealed appropriately according to the space they’re
used in.
Matte Finish
For luxurious sophistication, a tile with matte finish is the way to
go. Matte finishes really allow for the color and shape of the tile to be in
the forefront, and it adds a truly classy and distinct look to the space. For
a modern look, try using matte tiles in the bathroom and create a great
contrast by using metallic fixtures in the tub, sink, and shower.
Contrasting Grout
For a bold look, trying experimenting with contrasting grout.
Whether using light tiles and dark grout or the reverse, contrasting grout
can create a real statement in bathrooms and kitchens. If you’re particu-

331 Woodlawn Terrace

Thoughtful Blacks
Using black in your home might not seem like your first go-to, but
when used with the right combination of warm neutrals, it can create a
thoughtful and peaceful space. This year, PPG Paints chose Black Flame
as their color of the year. This bold, strong color is perfect for the person
who wants to make a real statement in 2018.
Sultry Red
Benjamin Moore’s 2018 Color of the Year, Caliente AF-290, is
edgy and a sure-fire standout. This deep red is a color you can really lose
yourself in, and it’s downright gorgeous. According to Benjamin Moore,
“Caliente AF-290, is strong, radiant, and full of energy,” and we’d have
to whole-heartedly agree.
Unexpected Pairings
Forget about sky blues by the ocean and burnt oranges in the desert—choosing paint by region is a thing of the past in 2018. Regardless
of where you live, now’s the time to try the paint colors you’ve always
dreamed of. Do what’s unexpected. Do what’s you. For truly unique
color pairings, check out Sherwin-Williams’ color story, Affinity.
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The Historic and Serene Property
on Rock Creek Valley Road

T

he equestrian property located at 3730 Rock Creek Valley
Road is a lovely home situated on eleven gorgeous acres
and was recently listed and sold by The Rick and Tracy Ellis Team. Rebuilt in 1989 on the foundation of the original
home, this property has a unique and plentiful history.
From 1920 to 1933, Prohibition placed a nationwide ban on the
production, importation, transportation, and sale of alcohol in the United
States. During this time period, the property was used as a clandestine
distillery where the wealthy elite, local clergy, and even police would
visit to procure illegal moonshine.
At some point, the secret distillery was discovered, and was subsequently demolished with a massive explosion. Neighbors of 3730 Rock
Creek had a grandfather who would plow the land, and he actually saw
the explosion as it happened. To this day, remnants from the illegal operation are still being unearthed on the property, including an unscathed
bottle of Prohibition-era moonshine.
Adding to its rich history, the property and surrounding areas
were at one time inhabited by Native Americans according to the
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Department of Natural Resources. In the pasture area, hundreds of
arrowheads have been found, and there’s even an Indian burial ground
on the neighboring property.
There’s also a rare find on the property—a kitchen house. Between
the 18th and 19th centuries, kitchen houses, or summer kitchens, would
be used during the warmer months to avoid overheating the main house.
They also had a number of practical uses such as confining cooking
smells to the separate house and limiting the risk of house fires.
This kitchen house maintains many of the original features including porcelain door knobs, ceiling beams, as well as the original timber
and rock foundation. In addition, the separate two-story structure has
three rooms with a loft area and a porch, all underneath a tin roof.
With over 3,000 square feet, the main house has four bedrooms
and three-and-a-half baths. It’s bright, open, and welcoming, and from
every window across the back of the home, there’s an incredible view
of the beautiful horse pastures. With its timeless design, each room in
the home gives of a warm and homey atmosphere, which is accentuated by the wood trim and abundant natural light throughout the home.

In the backyard, there’s a beautiful oasis complete with
a pool and cabana, which holds a full band, all overlooking
the horse pastures. This beautiful scene makes for serene
relaxation during the day and lively entertaining at night.
A user-friendly, wooden horse barn is also located on
the property along with two, three-sided barns. In the main
barn, there are ceiling fans throughout, and each 10x12
stall has a soft stall mat. In addition to the horse stalls,
there’s a feed room and a tack room as well as a wash stall.
Each barn can hold over 400 square bales of hay. In addition to the barns, there’s an adorable chicken coop on the
property where free-range chickens comfortably roam.
Such a unique property requires a different level of
attention, and the previous owners interviewed a number
of realtors before deciding on The Rick & Tracy Ellis
Team. With the team’s distinct marketing approach, which
includes the luxury magazine, website, and weekly radio
shows, this incredible property was under contract in less
than a month.
Though the property sold before this edition of the
magazine was set to print, it was simply too spectacular
not to share. If you have a property that’s a bit different
than the average home and are looking to list with a team
that can communicate its value to buyers, contact The Rick
& Tracy Ellis Team for more information.
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Capitalist Pig:
Offering
St. Louis
BBQ with a
Tasty Twist

I

f you’re looking for quality barbeque in St. Louis, you’re
definitely not short on options, but we’d like to make a
recommendation. Located just blocks from Anheuser-Busch
Brewery, Capitalist Pig fires up some tasty St. Louis BBQ,
paired with art and a unique dining experience on the side.
Doubling as an art gallery and eatery, Ron Buechele started an establishment that leaves a lasting impression on its guests.
Ron Buechele, ownaer of Mad Art Gallery and Capitalist Pig, is a
man of many trades. A painter with an education in chemistry and biology, Ron added another title to his long list of impressive skills about five
years ago—pit master.
Housed within what was formerly the St. Louis Metropolitan Police
Department’s Third District Station, Capitalist Pig makes smart use of the
old space, giving patrons a dining experience that’s truly one-of-a-kind.
Constructed in 1937, the old station was one of five built between
1936 and 1938. Each building was designed by architect Albert A. Osburg,
who was also the chief architect for Homer G. Phillips Hospital and a
number of other projects in the St. Louis Area. On its own, the structure itself is a beautiful building with an interesting history, and like all buildings
in Soulard, it can be found on the National Register of Historic Places.
Ron went into the police academy after college, but he swears he would
have wanted to purchase the building regardless of its previous usage.
“It’s pure irony that [the building] happens to be a police station,
and I happened to be a police officer,” said Ron.
Throughout his tenure, Ron continued to work on his art and
began to notice a lack of gallery space for local artists. At one point,
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he was about to build upon his Bachelor of Fine Arts in painting by
earning a master’s—until a couple of his colleagues alerted him about
the sale of the station.
Rather than heading back to school, Ron immediately purchased
the old station, where he later opened the doors to Mad Art. Though a
gallery featuring local artists was the original plan, over time the space
transformed into a multi-purpose event venue hosting weddings, fundraisers, birthdays, album releases, and more. So, where does Capitalist
Pig fit into all of this?
What started as beverage service for events organically transitioned
to catering, which eventually lead to the Capitalist Pig as it is today:
casual eats set in an old police station, complete with jail cells, a gallery/
event space, and even Ron’s own art work that’s displayed throughout
the restaurant section. Altogether, it’s one impressive space. Altogether,
the venue’s restaurant area, gallery, and courtyard can hold up to 500
people standing for events.
Though art and barbeque don’t seem to go hand-in-hand at first
thought, Ron’s crafted a tantalizing menu that has customers looking for
a picture of his hand-trimmed, apple wood smoked baby back ribs next
to “Art” in the dictionary. Unlike Memphis and Kansas City styles of
barbeque, St. Louis doesn’t necessarily have its own set of essential BBQ
characteristics. With the ever-evolving BBQ renaissance in St. Louis, Ron
decided to find a way to put a unique spin on his STL barbeque.
Ron was pre-med for a time in college, so naturally he has an
educational background in science—which comes in handy during the
meat-smoking process. He even uses his scientific knowledge when con-

cocting his mouthwatering house-made sauces, which include a delicious
chipotle aioli and blackberry ancho BBQ sauce.
From bacon to side orders, Ron’s got a special touch for everything.
First off, they make their own bacon in-house through a brining process,
and almost all of their meats are smoked over Missouri White Oak,
which is locally sourced—in fact, Ron makes it a point to use all organic
and locally sourced ingredients.
With this statement pulled directly from their website: “Capitalist
Pig strives for traceability. We want to be able to tell you exactly where
all of your food comes from,” it’s clear to see Ron’s commitment to local
sourcing is just one more thing that makes the Capitalist Pig a unique
eatery, through and through.
Still, there’s probably nothing more unique than the experience of
eating in a once-operational jail cell. With four cells in total, the long,
community-style dining tables leave plenty of space to spread out and
enjoy some of the best BBQ St. Louis has to offer.
Every menu item – from heritage pulled pork and smoked ham to
his flavorful burnt ends – is pure in its flavor. To satisfy appetites big
and small, Capitalist Pig offers sandwiches, platters, and even a “feed a
crowd” option. Ron takes no prisoners when it comes to serving up his
barbeque, and he brings it up a notch with delicious side dishes that keep
patrons coming back for more. Don’t believe me? Try the warm potato
salad. It’s said to be some of the best in the country.
Though the establishment’s name – Capitalist Pig – literally translates into making a profit off of hogs, Ron’s even got something on the
menu for those who are less meat-inclined. If you’re part of the vegetarian crowd and are looking to experience some of Ron’s tasty brilliance,
look no further than the tempeh sandwich, paired with a few house-made
cornbread muffins.

With such a large project, Ron lives on the property in the lower
level (which used to be the station’s roll call room) where he works on
his art in a private studio. Some like to say the building is haunted, but
with the constant noises in the old building, it’s hard to parse between
what can be explained, and what can’t.
There’s even an urban legend police officers were known to use
to scare misbehaving inmates by threatening them with a night spent
in Cell 6. Sparing the not-so-pleasant details, there have been multiple
deaths in Cell 6, and it’s said to be cursed. Though there’s no concrete
evidence of this, Ron’s dog was once seen barking at the cell and acting
strange for no apparent reason, and some guests have even noticed the
lights swinging above the table from time to time!
Whether it’s the paranormal, a packed event, or the need to satiate a
craving for some delicious smoked BBQ that brings you to Mad Art and
Capitalist Pig, we’re sure you won’t be disappointed. For more information about the establishment, visit www.capitalistpigbbq.com.
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List with The Rick &
Tracy Ellis Team!
Display your home on a cover
PLUS have your home
featured on
FM Newstalk 97.1
Tracy@TracyEllis.com,
Rick@TracyEllis.com
or call 636.299.3702
for more
information

ANNOUNCING:

Rick&
TracyEllis

The

Show

The Rick & Tracy Ellis Show
have moved to 9 am on
Saturday mornings.

You can also tune in
Sunday’s at 10 am
97.1 FM, 98.4 FM & 1490 AM

Saturday at 9 AM & Sunday at 10 AM
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www.TracyEllis.com

Heroes

Honoring our

We want to honor our heroes... veterans or those currently serving
in the military or law enforcement, firefighters, EMS/medical workers,
and educators ...by offering you the following:

Heroes Program:
• Lender credit up to 0.25%
of your total loan amount
• No origination points

• Home purchase or
refinance (listed or
FSBO)

Contact Me Today To Learn More:
John Hyde
Or, get started now with the
AcopiaGO mortgage app!

Branch Manager
NMLS# 171776
111 Westport Plaza, Office 654
St. Louis, MO 63146

(917) 279-2942
jhyde@acopiahomeloans.com
Acopia, LLC is a mortgage lender and lends for residential purposes only. All loans are subject to underwriting, credit and property
approval. Not all products are available in all states, or for all loan amounts. Other restrictions and limitations may apply.

Your home. Our commitment.
AcopiaHomeLoans.com/jhyde
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One-on-One
with Fox News’

Brian
Kilmeade

R

ecently, I had the opportunity to sit down and talk with
radio and television personality, Brian Kilmeade—but
limiting his professional attributes to simply radio
and television is almost insulting. Brian is not only a
co-host on Fox News Channel’s (FNC) morning show,
Fox & Friends; a frequent anchor on FNC’s, The Five; and the host of
The Brian Kilmeade Show on Fox News Radio, he’s also an established
New York Times bestselling author, a former sports commentator and
comedian, as well as a husband and the father of three children.
Brian began his career in news reporting and was an anchor and
host of KHSC-TV in Ontario, California, before transitioning to sports
commentary. At one point, he was the co-host of The Jim Brown Show
on a sports-radio network and later was an anchor on Newsport Journal
and Scoreboard Central. He has experience announcing and reporting on a wide variety of sports including ultimate fighting and major
league soccer.
From sports to politics, Brian made the leap to national news in
2006 when he joined the cast of Fox & Friends by filling in for former
anchor, Tony Snow. Today, he co-hosts the show alongside Ainsley Earhardt and Steve Doocy, reporting on the day’s top stories and breaking
news in politics, sports, and entertainment.
With such a full schedule, it’s a wonder he has time to sleep—let
alone write five books. His first, The Games Do Count: America’s
Best and Brightest on the Power of Sports, was published in 2004
and profiles a number of personalities through over seventy vignettes
showcasing how a love of sports helped lead each person to success
in a variety of ways. It’s a compelling and entertaining read that has
inspired countless readers to keeping playing hard when it comes to
achieving their dreams.
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In my first question to Brian, I asked him how long he’s enjoyed
writing.
“I don’t actually like the writing process, I like having written,” was
his response, and it was honestly a bit unexpected.
For someone who has written multiple books, it was surprising
to hear that he wasn’t an avid lover of crafting the written word.
Instead, Brian finds joy in talking to people, discovering knew things,
and putting everything into a form that’s accessible, educational,
and historical.
His attraction to historical subjects for his books stems from
nothing more than a pure interest in history. Whenever he’s looking for
something to read, his hand immediately reaches for a history book. It’s
as simple as that, but his enthusiasm for history and telling the stories of
the past has led to a successful career as a writer.
Three of his novels focus on the lesser-told aspects of presidents
George Washington; Thomas Jefferson; and in his newest novel, Andrew
Jackson. In, Andrew Jackson and the Miracle of New Orleans: The Battle That Shaped America’s Destiny, written with Don Yaeger and released
in October of this year, the true story of Major General Andrew Jackson
and the Battle of New Orleans is told in riveting fashion.

With such an interest in sharing the more obscure stories of these
well-known presidents, I wanted to know if Brian had a favorite. As he
doesn’t consider himself a presidential historian, he based his choice
on admiration of confidence and humility. His pick? #43, President
George W. Bush.
While history at this time doesn’t see President Bush as a top-tier
president, Brian believes that with the extraordinary circumstance of his
situation, Bush did the best with what he was presented. He even has the
perfect title for a book based on Bush’s presidency—”Decision Points,”
detailing what was on the table and what he was told when considering
the Iraq war and how he chose to respond.
With the world of politics as divided and turbulent as it is today,
I wondered if Brian ever had thoughts about returning to the world of
sports. I thought it would be simpler and less involved, but I couldn’t
have been more wrong.
“If you’re in sports and you don’t understand what’s going on in
news and around the world, you’re at a disadvantage,” said Brian.
According to him, there’s news in sports. Take the NFL, for example. For weeks, the NFL was a subject on every major news network
recently for its back-and-forth with President Donald Trump over controversial protests. Beyond that, there’s often scandals or even economic
issues within the organization (and every other sports organization, for
that matter) to cover.
Where there’s people, there’s news to uncover and report, and Brian
has devoted his career to getting the word out. Rather its radio, television, print, or public speaking, he’s used every medium at his disposal to
tell the stories that matter.
In addition to speaking with him one-on-one, I had the chance to
hear Brain share his own inspiring story, which culminated in a motivating message that it’s not all about failures and successes—it’s how
you take your experiences and how you impact those around you along
your journey.
FM NewsTalk 97.1 and the Hammond Business Institute at Lindenwood University will be hosting an upcoming speaker series where
you can hear other inspiring and motivational stories from various suc-

cessful personalities. If you’d like to hear more from Brian Kilmeade,
you can watch him every weekday morning on Fox & Friends, or you
can tune-in to The Brian Kilmeade Show on FM NewsTalk 97.1.
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Cam Print Inc is a
business partner we’ve
come to rely on. The
personal service we
get from CAM Print Inc
is second to none.

I’m so happy my father
started using CAM
Print Inc for Carol
House Furniture...
they’re the best price
and service...

—Sam Maiden at
John Beal Roofing

—Brook Dubman at
Carol House Furniture

Karl Lund and CAM
Print Inc are great
to work with. They
always go the extra
mile for Johnny
Londoff Chevrolet.
—John Londoff Jr at
Johnny Londoff Chevrolet

FOR ALL OF YOUR DIGITAL AND
CONVENTIONAL PRINTING
NEEDS. PROUDLY SERVING
ST. LOUIS FOR OVER 40 YEARS!

TWO LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU:
Downtown St. Louis
CAM Print Inc
514 Pine Street
St. Louis MO, 63101
314-241-0091
downtown@camprint.com
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Westport /
Maryland Heights
CAM Print Inc
824 Fee Fee Rd
Maryland Heights, MO 63043
314-434-4636
westport@camprint.com

HONORING
OUR HEROES
First Responders | Teachers | Veterans

Ask us how we take care of you,
because you take care of us!
Reduced Commission
& discounts with our
preferred vendors!

Visit www.TracyEllis.com

7 Timber Creek
St. Louis, MO 63127

$1,100,000
Custom designed home
overlooking 16th green/17th tee
at Sunset Country Club.
With a unique floor plan, this private home
contains an abundance of natural light, high
ceilings, floor to ceiling windows and views
of the large in-ground salt water pool and golf
course. Exceptional features include a four car
garage, divided bedroom floor plan, library,
office, sound proof music room, exercise
room, hot tub, sauna, and a finished lower
level with a bar, bedroom and bath. This home
also features a huge kitchen with top-of-theline appliances, butlers pantry, and breakfast
bar/island which opens to a hearth room with
access to the veranda/pool.
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Call or email Rick or Tracy Ellis for more info:
636.299.3702 | Tracy@TracyEllis.com | www.TracyEllis.com
TRACY ELLIS MAGAZINE
TRACY ELLIS
MAGAZINE
636.699.2197
| Rick@TracyEllis.com
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Nettie White Interiors

The Thornberry Kitchen Remodel

N

ettie White Interiors is known for taking tired, worn-out
cabinets and turning them into fabulous pieces of furniture. Their signature style is accomplished by adding
specific millwork and layers of love—also known as
paint, custom glazes, stains, and their own custom sealer.
With just a bit of their special touch, Nettie White Interiors are able to
add charm and personality to any space.
But sometimes, the team gets to work on projects that ask for
their creative spark to run at full-steam, and the Thornberry kitchen is a
perfect example. Rather than work on existing cabinets, the client was
looking for a completely different layout, which prompted the Nettie
White Interiors team to take on a complete remodel of the space, extending beyond the kitchen to the entire first floor.
“It was really fun because we got to start from scratch,” said Nettie.
“The client really trusted me with the design choices, and I was able to
select the flooring, granite, backsplash, and even the cabinet color.”
The client’s specific design ideas were a challenge, but that’s one
of the things that made it fun for the team to implement these great
ideas. As is true for many clients, the timeframe for this project was
“yesterday,” and the Nettie White Team was ready to get to work on the
Thornberry kitchen overhaul.
To bring the client’s design to life, they partnered with Gildehaus Construction for this project, a company they’ve worked with
in the past. Tony has very creative ideas that combine functionality

with design. He’s also a huge people pleaser, so whatever the client
wanted—she got, which is something we all appreciated. He knows
how to take any idea we talk or dream about and turn it into a reality.
With Tony’s help, each remodel really becomes a custom project that’s
crafted solely for the client.
After gutting the entirety of the white, laminate cabinets, Nettie
White Interiors designed a space with taller cabinets, ample storage, and
new appliances complete with plenty of stylistic detail and convenience.
The client had chosen really unique lighting for the space, and that
became the focal point.

Before
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“It wasn’t your standard lighting, and it reminded me of something
you might see in the lobby of a hotel bar,” said Nettie.
The team designed everything in the kitchen to look like furniture,
transforming the kitchen into a lavish entertainment space with ornate
details. For them, it’s all about taking someone’s wish list, personality,
and lifestyle make one-of-a-kind interior spaces. They started with
the flooring and chose an engineered oil style that has that well-worn,
authentic look while offering low-maintenance comfort.
Then, the team added unfinished cabinets, built a hood, and put in
custom pantries that took the place of her dated desk. By utilizing the
desk area as a pantry, its height and depth made for the perfect storage
area. Inside the pantry disguised as a gorgeous statement piece, they
included spice shelves, special doors, and pull-outs. It was the perfect
solution to take a space you don’t use and transform it to fit your needs.
For the final touches, they custom painted the cabinets and added a
beautiful glaze that complimented the new granite. To distinguish the hood
and island along with the pantries to add some definition, they used their
special Tavern Lodge Collection Espresso finish to anchor the room while
leaving the kitchen feeling light and open. In addition, the team added their
custom-designed raised reliefs on the pantry doors and fridge panels.
Though the Nettie White Interiors style is more rustic elegance,
they were able to take the formal elements of the Thornberry client’s
style and combine them effortlessly. In the end, they created something
that was timeless and comfortable while maintaining an atmosphere of
pure luxury and sophistication.
If you’re interested in a custom remodel or looking to update what
you already have, contact Nettie White Interiors at 314.780.6195 or visit
www.nettiewhiteinteriors.com for more information.

Before

Before
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THIS IS HOME
We offer three customized Home Inspection Packages,
Pre-Listing Inspections, in-house Radon Testing, Sewer
Scopes, Gas/Mechanical Inspections, FREE Rooftop Drone
Inspections and more! All backed by the leading Home
Inspection Company in North America. Contact us today!

(314) 571-9824

frederickteam@pillartopost.com
www.pillartopost.com/scottfrederick
This Franchise is individually owned and operated.

545 Autumn Bluff Dr
Ellisville, MO 63021

$412,500

42 TRACY ELLIS MAGAZINE

Call or email Rick or Tracy Ellis for more info:
636.299.3702 | Tracy@TracyEllis.com
636.699.2197

| Rick@TracyEllis.com

You’ve been asking...
we are answering.

We now have partners in Illinois
to serve our Illinois clients!
Now, our Illinois FM NEWS TALK 97.1 listeners Homes will be featured
on our weekly radio shows and in our real estate magazine.`

“Plant your roots with us”

“Plant your roots with us”

At Generations, we are
dedicated to our clients. We
measure our success, not
through achievement or awards,
“Plant your roots with us”
but through client satisfaction.
Our team are experts in the Metro East real estate
market, and provide Residential and Commercial services
to our clients.
We are ready to help you reach your real estate
goals by making your needs our number one priority.
We recognize you have a choice when it comes to
working with real estate professionals. We look forward
to earning your trust and helping you discover the
smarter way to buy or sell a home. Our combined real
estate experience and unparalleled knowledge of the
region are at your service. Together, we have over 15
years of experience in all areas of the industry, not just
traditional sales. Since members on our team have
worked in lending, appraising, insurance, and short sales,
we are familiar with all aspects of a transaction and have
the know-how to get a deal done efficiently. Feel free to
contact us! The Generations Team is always willing to give
advice on the Metro East real estate market, and are ready
to help with any of your real estate needs!
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The Generations Team
Courtney Yates, Office Assistant
618-623-0252
Jenna Gripp, Office Assistant
618-623-0252
Melissa Finley, Office Manager
618-310-0119
Iean Finley, Broker Agent
618-208-0315
Jada MarsalaBroker Agent
618-823-6077
Lindsey Junge, Broker Agent
618-719-3292

ACTIVE
316 Benedictine Ct
O’Fallon, IL 62269
$259,000
MLS# 17094361

ACTIVE
7016 Bellingham Cir
O’Fallon, IL 62269
$288,700

ACTIVE
1602 Thunderbird Ln
Belleville, IL 62221
$143,900
MLS# 17082816

The Generations Realty Team
809 W State St., O’Fallon, IL 62269
www.generationsteam.net | 618-623-0252
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“Plant your roots with us”

SOLD
259 Melinda Ct
Swansea, IL 62226

“Plant your roots with us”

First home referred by Tracy
and Sold!
$324,000
MLS# 17074558

SOLD
530 Berkshire Dr.
Troy, IL 62294
$530,000
MLS# 17006963

The Generations Realty Team
809 W State St., O’Fallon, IL 62269
www.generationsteam.net | 618-623-0252
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CP CREATIONS

professional real estate photography

CP Creations specializes in professional Real
Estate photos, virtual tours, 360 images,
aerial photos and video, and much more. We
work with Real Estate Professionals and
Sellers to capture the very best of your
listing. Don't rely on cell phone images to
attract new buyers.

Carolyn Pilla
Owner/Photographer
CP Creations
618-410-7350
cpilla@cpcreations.net
www.cpcreations.net

A Castle in the Bluffs of St. Albans
1126 Wings Road
St. Albans, MO 63073

$1,999,999

“Dream Come True” stunning!
The owners have went above & beyond on improving this
castle in the gated Bluffs of St. Albans! Custom designed St.
Albans Const. home offers 8,000+ sq ft, 6+ acres w/ 4 turret
towers that offer an amazing panoramic view of the MO
River. Wait until you see the gorgeous new deck overlooking
the new in ground pool that is simply stunning along with
new roof, refinished hard wood floors, new carpet, temp.
controlled wine cellar in the finished walk-out LL and so
much more. A must see!
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Call or email Rick or Tracy Ellis for more info:
636.299.3702 | Tracy@TracyEllis.com | www.TracyEllis.com
TRACY ELLIS
MAGAZINE
636.699.2197
| Rick@TracyEllis.com

The Crescent at 155 Carondelet Plaza
Clayton MO 63105

$1,450,000

7619 Maryland Avenue
Clayton, MO 63105

$1,999,999

Contact Rick & Tracy Ellis for info:
636.299.3702 or 636.699.2197 | TracyEllis.com
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Give Your New Year
a New Perspective

E

ach New Year brings another chance to make a resolution—
and another chance to actually keep it. Why is it that when
we resolve to make a lifestyle change for the New Year, we
start off excited and determined, but somewhere along the
way, that focus slips away?
This year, let’s start out by approaching things in a different way.
Rather than making changes because you’ve been telling yourself
you’re “too fat,” “too boring,” or “too unattractive,” start by making a
resolution to live a healthier lifestyle because you love yourself and because you deserve to be happy and healthy. When you look at yourself
with love, you’ll realize the only way to truly honor your body is to take
care of it, not battle with it. Make it easier on yourself and set realistic
goals that you know you’ll be able to meet.
Your health is a huge factor in living a long and happy life. Not
every resolution has to be a major health change for it to be worthwhile.
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Just remember, every little step you make towards a healthier lifestyle
is an incredible accomplishment. To help set you on a path for choosing
a resolution you’ll stick with throughout the year and beyond, here are
five easy health-improving habits with major benefits to consider.
Each day, take just five minutes when you wake up to set your
intention for the day. Write in a journal, meditate, stretch, think about
three things you’re grateful for—whatever it is you choose, make those
minutes count. You’ll be surprised what an impact spending a few minutes centering yourself each morning will have on the rest of your day.
Drink 24 ounces of warm lemon water before eating every morning. As a society, we are chronically dehydrated. If you are not drinking at least half your body weight in ounces of water, you are 100%
dehydrated. When we are dehydrated, our bodies do not function at an
optimal level. This can add to weight gain and fatigue as well as many
other unwanted health conditions.

Take time to move each day. You don’t need a gym membership
or a trainer to move! Walk, run, do jumping jacks, play with your kids,
walk your dog—anything. We weren’t designed to stay stationary all
day, and stagnant energy breeds disease. So get out there and MOVE!
We are a calorie-counting-obsessed society that is still overweight
and under-nourished. This year, why not challenge yourself to shift
your thinking about food. Instead of counting calories, let’s try to
focus on nutrient density. Every chance you have to make a choice
about what to eat, try to pick the most nutrient dense food instead of
the lowest in calorie. With this simple task, you’ll not only lose weight
by the next New Year, you’ll find that you’re healthier and happier than
ever before!
Get a good night’s sleep every night. Our bodies need rest to
restore and heal. We live in such fast paced world, allowing our bodies
a chance to rest will not only improve your health, but it will also aid in
weight loss.
By thinking of each day as an opportunity to set your days intention, drink more water, move your body, nourish yourself with healthy
food and rest, you’ll be well on your way to a happier and healthier life.
If you’re interested in learning more about health and nutrition, visit
www.ugetrealhealth.com, or contact Emilia Rizzuto directly at emilia@
ugetrealhealth.com.

Emilia Rizzuto | emilia@UGetRealHealth.com
Contact emilia@bonebrothstl.com
for information on bone broth

Photo credit: Tony Meoli

Emilia Rizzuto
Wellness Expert
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102 Stone Ridge Meadows Dr.
O’Fallon, MO 63366

$699,900

Incredible home on a 1-acre lot
with a brand new, stunning
in-ground pool and fenced yard.
Beautiful oak hardwood floors throughout. The
great room has rustic columns, scraped beams and a
beautiful floor-to-ceiling stone fireplace. The eat-in
kitchen boasts granite counters, glazed cabinets, a
center island, and stainless appliances. You’ll love
the master suite with its custom ceiling, luxurious
bathroom and walk-in closet. More features
include 4 bedrooms, an open stairwell, wine chiller
room, media room with a raised deck and indirect
lighting, plantation shutters, sprinkler system and
a composite deck/patio with a fire pit. The home
backs up to trees for privacy!

Call or email Rick or Tracy Ellis for more info:
636.299.3702 | Tracy@TracyEllis.com | www.TracyEllis.com
TRACY ELLIS MAGAZINE
636.699.2197 | Rick@TracyEllis.com
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Questions & Answers With

Rick and
Tracy Ellis

What to Expect From 2018 Housing Market

I

n 2018, what can we expect in regards to home prices?
As the inventory crisis pushed home prices up by around
48 percent since the low in 2011, many prospective buyers
have found some difficulty in saving to buy a home. Luckily,
2018 is expected see home prices grow around 4 percent,
which is down from the 5.5 percent growth in 2017, according to experts
surveyed by Zillow. This is good for buyers and sellers alike. As buyers
benefit from slower growth as well as relief in knowing housing prices
won’t skyrocket while they’re on the hunt, homeowners can still expect a
gradual increase in home prices.
Will there be any relief in the inventory shortage in 2018?
Builders have been facing higher costs for years now, and to start
combating this issue, they’ll focus housing starts in the suburbs rather
than city centers. With less regulation and lower building costs outside
the city, we can expect to see a 9.4 percent growth (about 950,000) in
single-family housing starts. Though that’s still lower than the 50-year
average of over 1.2 million starts, this increase in growth will work to
alleviate some of the pressure caused by restricted inventory.
Rather than build on the high-end of the market, builders will
start building more homes geared toward first-time home buyers, especially those who desire a decent home that’s within their budget over the
glitz and glam of luxury features.
What are the challenges facing the new generation that’s entering the
housing market?
While home prices have gone up by 48 percent since 2011, wage
growth has only increased by 15 percent. Combined with higher
student loan debt and an increased cost of living, especially in urban
areas, millennials have entered into the housing market much later than
previous generations.
Millennials who want to own a home might have to consider sacrificing proximity to their jobs for cheaper starter homes outside of urban
centers. They’ll be looking for the more affordable new construction

homes expected in 2018, focusing less on luxury and more on simple,
practical design. It may not be a millennial’s first choice, but as new
construction starts to pop-up outside urban cores with a decent price tag,
it’s certainly possible we’ll see younger families migrate to suburbs with
more frequency.
Will Tax Reform affect homeowners and/or buyers?
As these words are written, congress is in the middle of pushing
through a major tax reform proposal. Until the bill is approved, and
even for a while afterwards, it’s hard to know exactly how tax reform
will affect homeowners and buyers alike. At the moment, here’s a bit of
what we know:
SS Rather than the current $1 million deduction threshold, new homebuyers would only be able to deduct interest on the first $750,000 of
their mortgage debt, while current homeowners will not be affected.
SS The proposed bill caps state and local property tax deductions at
$10,000.
SS Taxpayers who sell their homes and experience significant gains
will still be able to exclude up to $500,000 of that money from their
taxes, with conditions.
From these few things, it’s possible we could see homeowners hesitate to sell their homes for something more expensive, which could worsen an inventory that’s already tight. And while this proposed tax reform
is meant to help make things easier, homeowners must still itemize their
taxes if they’re looking to claim that mortgage interest deduction.
Overall, how will the 2017 housing market compare to 2018’s?
Despite the wildcard that is the tax bill, with our gradually expanding
economy and job creation, the 2018 housing market should be better than
2017, and that’s great news! We can’t predict everything that’s coming
in real estate, but as long as you’re fully prepared to buy a home, there’s
always a way to make the buying or selling process work for you.
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57 Savoy
Lake St Louis, MO 63367

$219,900

4256 Norfolk Ave
Saint Louis, MO 63110

$249,900

54 TRACY ELLIS MAGAZINE

Call or email Rick or Tracy Ellis for more info:
636.299.3702 | Tracy@TracyEllis.com
636.699.2197

| Rick@TracyEllis.com

Call or email Rick or Tracy Ellis for more info:
636.299.3702 | Tracy@TracyEllis.com
636.699.2197

| Rick@TracyEllis.com

Team Gateway
To A Cure
Dedicated to increased awareness and education to give hope and comfort for
those challenged with Parkinson’s. We are committed to raising awareness and funds
for The Michael J. Fox Foundation to help become the Gateway To A Cure.

Visit us at teamgatewaytoacure.org to learn more.
Facebook: @TeamGatewaytoaCure | (314) 296-6230

We are excited to announce

Sandy
Miller

will be joining us at 9 am on
Saturdays on FM NEWS TALK 97.1
with “Sandy’s Spotlight”!

657 Fairfield Valley Rd
Pacific, MO 63069

$499,000
• Dramatic, exposed beam interior
• 3 Bedrooms, 2 1/2 Baths
• Stained glass windows, antique
doors and hardware

Call or email Rick or
Tracy Ellis for more info:
636.299.3702 | Tracy@TracyEllis.com
636.699.2197 | Rick@TracyEllis.com
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Sandy’s Spotlight shines on St. Louis.
Sandy will focus on beneficial businesses,
promising products, super services and
interesting individuals.

A premier Indian, Pakistani and American clothing boutique
Sanaaz Designer Couture’s mission is to provide every woman
with a unique and luxurious shopping experience, to find the
perfect attire, access to the newest and latest fashion trends,
and the right accessories to match.

Located at The Shoppes at Questover
12520A Olive Boulevard, Creve Coeur, Missouri 63141

SanaazDesign | www.sanaazcouture.com

FEATURE
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The Sublime Plains of the
Property at 1115 Scenic Ridge Drive

T

ucked away in a luscious, private landscape in Eureka,
Missouri, sits a truly unique, custom-built property.
Designed with the mountains of Colorado in mind, the
rear of this home faces uninhabited land that stretches for
miles, creating an incomparable view through a towering
wall of windows.
The home’s exterior features stone, cedar, and Dryvit with a
three-car garage, paver patio, and Hardiplank siding. Through custom,
stained-glass double doors, 1115 Scenic Ridge Drive opens up to a
grand, double staircase with a bridge to the catwalk overlooking the
great room. There’s a gorgeous chandelier hanging from the foyer’s
high ceilings that’s framed with skylights and unique woodwork on
either side. Standing at the entrance, you can catch a portion of the
property’s incredible view.
On the other side of the double staircase, you’ll find the home’s
great room. With light, wood floors and a floor-to-ceiling, wood-burning
stone fireplace, the space is open and airy. The entire back wall of the
great room is made-up entirely of a wall of windows that extends from
the ceiling and carries down into the basement.
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As the rear of the property faces north, the great room is the perfect
perch to sit and watch storms roll across the sublime view. From the
back of the home, you can see three separate counties – Jefferson,
Franklin, and St. Louis – and watch the Meramec River winding down
below. In the winter, you can see eagles as they fly back every year,
soaring right past the windows. During the Fourth of July, the fireworks
downtown and at Six Flags can be clearly seen, and the view makes a
perfect background for passing air balloons.
The unbelievable view of the farm across the river is in flood
plain, which means the land will never be developed. According to
the seller, it is beautiful to watch “the amber waves of grain” from
the house when the farmers have planted their crop. In addition, the
land between the house and the neighboring property was bought
and split between the owners, meaning the wooded area will also
remain undisturbed.
On the main floor, there’s a spacious kitchen with stainless steel
appliances, a ceramic-tile floor, and a huge walk-in pantry. There’s
ample cabinet space, and the large center island features a built-in,
JennAir gas range and a vegetable sink. Off the kitchen, there’s a

second island with seating as well as a breakfast room that’s
surrounded by windows overlooking the view.
The master bedroom is also located on the main level and
features large windows opening to the back of the property and
wooden beams on the ceiling. Adding to its rustic flair, the master
has a wood-burning stove that’s placed in the perfect position to
be the focal point of a small sitting area. The master bathroom
is luxuriously designed, featuring a shower with double shower
heads, a beautiful double-vanity, and a massive jetted-tub.
Upstairs, there are two bedrooms and two bathrooms, each
complete with a jetted-tub, and an office/den space in addition to
an enormous loft area. From the second floor catwalk, you can
see even farther across the farm acres through the windows of
the great room.
The basement features a media and a workout room in
addition to radiant-heat flooring. Down a set of stairs, there’s a
special space in the basement the current owners call the “party
room.” Decorated in quintessential soda-shop fashion, the party
room is designed after a 50’s diner. It has a checkered, black-
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and-white floor and a themed bar area, outlined once again by walls of
windows and that incredible view.
Off the back of the house, there’s a small deck that’s accessible
from the great room and another larger deck area with access from the
basement. On the larger deck, there’s a cupola/gazebo that houses a hot
tub, and down a little farther, there’s a fire pit complete with a Plexiglas
railing to see down into the woods below.
This property offers unmatched privacy and a jaw-dropping view in
one of Missouri’s most beautiful landscapes without getting too far off
the beaten path. Sometimes, in the quiet of the morning, the seller would
enjoy a cup of coffee on the deck and listen to the faint sounds of the
train rolling through downtown Pacific.
Beyond the property itself, Eureka is a wonderful place to raise a
family, and the home is located within a top school district. If you’re a
lover of wildlife and the outdoors, this home is close to the trails and
beautiful creeks of Young Conservation Department as well as hundreds
of acres of wildlife preserve along the Meramec River. For more
information about this incredible home, contact The Rick & Tracy Ellis
Team today.
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HORSE &
EQUESTRIAN

To see
our entire
selection, visit
TracyEllis.com
or call Tracy:
636.299.3702
or Rick:
636.699.2197

3730 Rock Creek Valley Rd
High Ridge, MO 63049

TRACY ELLIS MAGAZINE 61

HOME ON
ACREAGE, 5+

4129 Highway D
Defiance, MO 63341
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To see
our entire
selection, visit
TracyEllis.com
or call Tracy:
636.299.3702
or Rick:
636.699.2197

RECREATIONAL
PROPERTIES

To see
our entire
selection, visit
TracyEllis.com
or call Tracy:
636.299.3702
or Rick:
636.699.2197

2072 Farris County Rd
Foristell, MO 63348
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FEATURE
ARTICLE

Playhouse
@
Westport Plaza

O

ver the past few years, Westport Plaza in Maryland
Heights, Missouri, has been experiencing a revival.
With the addition of Westport Social and new
restaurants, Westport Plaza’s lively comedy and music
scene makes it a hotspot for great entertainment and
some delicious eats. One such establishment adding to this thriving
era of renaissance for the Westport Plaza complex is the Playhouse
@ Westport Plaza, a venue that brings quality, Off Broadway theatre
productions to a stage near you.
Presented by St. Louis-based Emery Entertainment, the
Playhouse @ Westport Plaza strives to bring some of the best theatre
Off Broadway has to offer, while always keeping the show line-up
fresh and exciting. It’s an original and innovative venue that’s been
a huge game-changer in St. Louis theatre. With this smaller venue,
St. Louisans have the opportunity to experience a wider variety of
productions that they wouldn’t otherwise be able to see in town.
After speaking with Paul Emery of Emery Entertainment about
their upcoming shows, one thing’s absolutely certain--if you’re a
theatre lover and you live in the area, you simply must make it to the
Playhouse @ Westport Plaza to check out one of these incredible shows.
To give you a taste of what’s on the docket for 2018, we’ve put together
a short description spotlighting their upcoming productions. For full
descriptions of the shows and ticket information, please visit
www.playhouseatwestport.com.

Menopause the Musical

|

January 9th to March 31th

This hilarious and entertaining musical will be making its
second appearance at the Playhouse @ Westport Plaza for a
three-month run. It’s a great time for a ladies’ night out, that’s for
sure, but don’t let the title fool you. This show might be about a
woman’s inevitable “transition,” but it’s full of woeful-hilarity
that’ll have both men and women clutching their sides.
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Artists Lounge Live Series

|

April 12 th to 15 th

A series that started in Chicago with Elvis Presley, the Artists
Lounge Live Series brings singers of day’s past to life. Currently
featuring artist Nat King Cole, the series is produced by Michael
Ingersoll and takes audiences for a trip down memory lane. Much
more than a tribute, these shows provide insight into the artist’s life
and career you probably never knew. In 2018, featured artist will be
Judy Garland in “Judy Garland: Come Rain or Come Shine.”

A Closer Walk with Patsy Cline

|

April 17 th to May 6 th

A tribute to one of country music’s most legendary singers,
A Closer Walk with Patsy Cline is uplifting and loving as it follows
her life from childhood to superstardom. As there are two versions
of the musical, the Playhouse @ Westport Plaza will be putting on
the Canadian version, which is said to be the better of the two—but
you can be the judge of that!

An Evening with C.S. Lewis

|

May 17 th to 20 th

A captivating and clever one-man-show, An Evening with C.S.
Lewis is a must-see theatrical experience. Set in 1963 C.S. Lewis’s
living room, audiences will be enthralled by his inspirations and experiences as they spend an evening with this beloved British author.

Magician Justin Flom

|

June 2 nd

With Emery Entertainment’s background in producing David
Copperfield, they know a thing or two about what makes magic
entertaining. This young, up-and-coming magician captivated Paul
Emery, and he’s sure to do the same with every Playhouse audience.
He’s simply brilliant, and you won’t believe what you see!

The Hilarious
Celebration of
Women and
The Change!®

January 9 – March 31, 2018
Special Half-Price Offer On All Seats
Use Promocode: PLAZA

UPCOMING PERFORMANCES
My Life’s Journey

The Magic of
JUSTIN
FLOM

...C.S. Lewis
April 17 – May 6, 2018

April 12 – 15, 2018

May 17 – 20, 2018

June 2, 2018

• 314.534.1111 • Metrotix.com • Groups of 10+: 314.616.4455
www.PlayhouseAtWestport.com

Follow us:

PlayhouseAtWestport

PlayhouseAtWestport

2306 Wallis Ave.
Saint Louis, MO 63114

$68,000

7122 South Rock Hill Rd.
Saint Louis, MO 63123

$195,000

Contact Vince Cafazza for more info:
314.369.8554

Contact Vince Cafazza
for more info: 314.369.8554

Atrium Ranch with Vaulted Ceilings on a .430 acre corner lot
Features: 4 BR/3 BATH | Floor to ceiling double fireplace
Updated kitchen | Finished LL w/ kitchenette | 5+ car garage
423 Jumper Hill Ct
Chesterfield, MO 63017

$399,500

Call Allyson Lewis for
more info: 314.504.5859

PROFESSIONAL, INNOVATIVE + CREATIVE DESIGN
FOR ANY BUSINESS. IF YOU NEED IT, I CAN DO IT.

BRANDING

ILLUSTRATION

PRINT

TAKE A LOOK

WEB

WORK

LAURAMERCHANTDESIGN.COM
LAURA MERCHANT DESIGN

DESIGN
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LET’S WORK TOGETHER: L AUR A@L AUR AMERCHANTDESIGN.COM | 574.340.3115

OUR LISTINGS:
✦✦ Aerial, HDR, and night
photography along with video.
✦✦ 3-D imagery and videography.
✦✦ Listings showcased on:
www.tracyellis.com.
OUR MAGAZINE:
✦✦ Publisher and creator
of Tracy Ellis:
Real Estate Magazine.
✦✦ You’ll find the magazine in
over 100 businesses in St.
Louis & St. Charles County.
✦✦ The Rick & Tracy Ellis Team
will write a story about your
luxury property, not just a
paragraph in the MLS.
✦✦ Your home could be featured
on the cover, but will definitely
be featured in the magazine.

✦✦ Sandy Miller from FOX 2
News will join us every
Saturday at 9 am
✦✦ We have several websites
to generate traffic, including
our own pages on FM NEWS
TALK 97.1 & 105.7 The POINT.
✦✦ Plan social/charitable events
to target the right audience.
✦✦ Advertising in Ladue News
✦✦ Monthly advertising in the
HOMES Magazine with front
page mention
✦✦ Social media posts and
targeted social ads.
✦✦ Morning LIVES/Commercials
with RIZZ on The Rizzuto
Show on 105.7 The POINT as
well as with Denys Schaffer on
The Jamie Allman Show on
FM NEWS TALK 97.1

✦✦ All of our listings are promoted
on both of our weekly radio
shows on 3 different stations.

✦✦ Afternoon LIVES/
Commercials with Marc Cox
from The Marc Cox Show on
FM NEWS TALK 97.1

✦✦ The Rick and Tracy Ellis show
airs every Saturday at 9 am
and Sunday at 10 am on FM
NEWS TALK 97.1, 98.7 FM &
1490 am.

✦✦ The Rick and Tracy Ellis Team
have had properties featured
on Show Me St. Louis and
FOX 2 News in the morning 6
times in the past year

STRATEGIC MARKETING:

PARTNERS/NETWORKING:
✦✦ Members of KW Luxury
International....your homes will
be showcased internationally
and translated into almost 20
other languages.
✦✦ Preferred partners with
STLtoday.com/homes with
banner on their home page
and our listings are Featured
Properties
✦✦ Networking is very important,
and we’re always learning
and improving. We work
with top real estate agents
all over the United States.
They’re also guests on our
show and in our magazine.
✦✦ We have great partners at
the Lake of The Ozarks. We
can market your properties
locally on our show and in
the magazine if you have a
property you need SOLD at
the Lake of the Ozarks.
✦✦ The Ellis’ are on the board
and committees of several
local charities and may use
your luxury property to host
a charity event, bringing
attention to your property.

Call the Rick & Tracy Ellis Team at 636-699-2197 or 636-299-3702 to get
your property moving at a reduced commission!
Looking to buy? Let us help you find the perfect home!

